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How To Start (or re-start) Your 
ResearchBeginners – Intermediates – and Re-Starters

You WILL NOT leave here today and feel 
you know it all. 
But Judie and I will do all we can to make 
you know Genealogy is really rewarding.
I just love it when somebody says “Oh, I 
finished that a long time ago“ There are 
those times when the devil sneaks in and I 
laugh out loud! 

That said, let’s get started … 
This is a full participation workshop 

Your questions & input will benefit 
everyone.

Speak Up!

Disclaimer



Decisions, Decisions, Decisions

Blank forms are here for you to check out – 
and, trust me, I wish they had been 
available in 1986 when my son suddenly 
needed his Family Tree for a school 
assignment.
My husband, the Internet Guru, found a 
DOS program (the dark ages before Bill Gates and 
Steve Jobs made it easier)  

The beginning is always a good start

I handed Zack our family bible 
that was stuffed with 
matchbook covers, napkins, 
slips of paper … 

For years I would listen  as a relative told 
stories - after dinner conversations, visiting 
relatives … – then stick the note in our bible.
A terrific start. Unfortunately – we had 
NO PLAN, no rule to follow for 
consistency in entering data. 
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 Get A Journal !
Remember this is going to be your 
guide forever – or you risk a mess!

Let’s proceed on the assumption you will choose a 
Genealogy App for your computer:

• Come up with a naming convention for media AND 
STICK TO IT! I now use the last name in ALL CAPS 
lower case for first name and DOB if possible. Since 
you cannot use the exact same name for another 
photo add SMITH John 1852 DOB – SMITH John 
1852 death cert – SMITH John 1852 profile etc.

• Now the women        Married name or Maiden name? 
Choose Now! Remember, you want your app to search 
for information on her. I use maiden names 
everywhere – her married name will happen … If I 
don’t have it right away, I use the married name and 
watch for her info in forms. & Watch for her 
parents and siblings and so on.

• Decide whose line you want to concentrate on first 
and be careful, this is not called a tree by chance – 
BRANCHES everywhere. It’s so tempting to get off 
course

• Add to your journal as you think of things 



THINK – PLAN – LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP

Setting Your First Goal
For many new genealogists, they think their first goal should be to 
trace their full family back as far as they can. (Genealogy Explained)

That sounds great, but it isn’t. That’s really your final goal, not your 
first one.
Limit your goal to something that you can accomplish in a reasonable 
amount of time. And be sure it is something you can “measure” Don’t 
get discouraged!
Your first goal could be to complete a three or four-generation 
ancestral pedigree chart.  In your stack of forms � �

That means finding out all you can on yourself, your parents, your 
grandparents, and at least the names of your great-grandparents.
And that’s it. Don’t try to go any further yet.
Remember, this is your starting point. Once you have this first chart 
done, then you can set more goals to expand it further.

https://www.genealogyexplained.com/how-far-back-can-you-trace-your-family-tree/


By now you have probably checked out 
some software! (BTW The QCGC will be 

discussing pros and cons at an upcoming meeting)
YES – a lot of information will be 
coming at you magically from a 
zillion sites --- DO BEWARE – just 
because it comes from the web 
or great Aunt Hattie DOESN’T 
MAKE IT RIGHT!!

Definition of mythology: genealogy without documentation



The SIMPLE 4 Generation Family Tree 
Fill one out starting with YOU! Fill another for 
your spouse. Then you can send this to family and 
ask them to fill it out - 



Several Options – Pick Your Favorite
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A Peek at a 4 Generation Sample –
AFTER you gather starting information

The blue box tells me 
there is new information 
on FamilySearch

OK, a little out of order, but to show beginners what 
will happen ….

A leaf tells me there is 
(hopefully) new information 
waiting at Ancestry.com

When I started my journey, I knew a lot about my 
grandmother but only the names and birthplace of my great 
grandparents, 36 years and countless hours later, I just 
traced this branch back to my 7th greats.

“I am bound to them, though I cannot 
look into their eyes or hear their 
voices. I honor their history and 
cherish their lives. Their story will be 
told, and they will be remembered.



The best way to get it right from the start



As long as they are at it – ask for a 
little more  



No, this is not silly – you wouldn’t believe 
how many ways to spell Yankowski



While you have Uncle Joe on the 
phone – a memory jogger for you



RESEARCH – It’s never ending but 
sooo Rewarding

THE FAMOUS RABBIT HOLE:
Be Careful! Every genealogist suffers from this 
phenomena – JUST ONE MORE CLICK … and 
suddenly the sun is coming up  



Take advantage of all contact …
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Keep track…
The Correspondence Worksheet to the rescue



… and Genealogy is Research
The Research Worksheet to the rescue



Ask Family

RESEARCH – Don’t Miss Out!



RESEARCH
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RESEARCH – How – Why -Where

Books - All Kinds 
of Books

Every time someone dies it 
is as if a library has burned 

down

Old Newspapers are available online

Ask t
o se

e F
amily 

Bible
s



Keep Track of Censuses
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Now you have some family entered
hmmm – remember what you’ve done? 

What else is left …



Just some handy forms for you
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Family his tory is  all about recording “his  s tory & her s tory.”
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Good Luck  
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Just a Few Sites, Misc Tips and 
Whatevers

• YouTube is an amazing resource – especially if prefer visual “training” 
https://tinyurl.com/4pshkyt8 

• FACEBOOK is an often overlooked place to browse for Genealogy Help  
https://tinyurl.com/e287v7d5 - amazingly, you could find so many sites for 
just where you are researching – And sites with good advice and help

 

• YouTube is an amazing resource – especially if prefer visual “training” 
https://tinyurl.com/4pshkyt8 

 

• Remember – what I am putting here is just for samples and convenience – I 
am no saying everything has been tested and approved 
https://tinyurl.com/yc85mnnv 
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Available for different dates
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AKA “Coffin Ships” Irish immigrants coming to America c 1850
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US MIGRATION ROUTES

Learn how your ancestors got from point A to point B: Studying migration routes can help you track your family and guide your 
research. This map highlights the most popular routes American migrants used. 30How To Start (or re-start) Your 
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WOMEN’S NATURALIZATION

A resource many genealogists often turn to is court records. Those who are able to uncover immigrant 
ancestors are especially eager to research naturalization documents. Even those elusive female 
ancestors, surely, will be easily discovered!  Unfortunately, it’s not quite that simple. Somewhere 
between the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century, interpretation of the law 
changed. Marital status became intertwined with citizenship status—but only for women.
Somewhere between the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century, interpretation 
of naturalization laws changed. Marital status became intertwined with citizenship status—but only for 
women. This timeline will help you keep track of which laws were passed when. 31How To Start (or re-start) Your 
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Need more

Facts, Tips & Tricks – Quail Creek Genealogy Club (qcgenealogy.com) 

AN OUTSTANDING RESOURCE!!! 
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THINK ABOUT SECURITY
Social Security  Numbers

When you get some forms, the person’s SSAN is provided. Make sure you have it 
blocked  - think IDENTITY THEFT

“It is up to us to live up to the legacy 
that was left for us and leave a legacy 
that is worthy of our children and of 

future generations"
Christine Gregoire. 

https://qcgenealogy.com/facts-tips-tricks/


What’s a pinch?
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